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Saturday, April 14, 2018 

 

If anyone loves me, he will keep My word, Part 1 
 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love 

him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.’” John 14:23 NASB.  

 

This text is the watchword of our ministry, White Raiment Evangelism. 

 

Do you love Jesus?  
 

Then discover what Jesus meant when He said, ‘If any man loves Me, he will keep My word.’  

 

What is the source of Jesus’ words that we are to keep?  
 

Jesus declared, “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me 

has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. I know that His 

commandment [the Father’s commandment] is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I 

speak just as the Father has told Me." John 12:49-50 NASB. 

 

So what is the source of Jesus’ words according to what He said? They are the Father’s words. ‘The 

Father gave Jesus a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.’ God’s words are eternal life, 

therefore Jesus spoke just as His Father told Him. Think about that.  

 

Did Jesus say anything that was His own word and not from the Father? Jesus declared, "I can do 

nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My 

own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” John 5:30 NASB. “Jesus therefore said, ‘When you lift up 

the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak 

these things as the Father taught Me. And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I 

always do the things that are pleasing to Him.’" John 8:28-29 NASB. So there you have it from Jesus’ 

own words: He spoke nothing on His own initiative, but the things that the Father taught Him and gave 

Him a commandment to speak. He always said and did the things that pleased His Father!   

 

https://whiteraimentevangelism.org/blog/2018/4/white-raiment-evangelism-all/love-of-god/love-blog/if-anyone-loves-me-he-will-keep-my-word-part-1
https://whiteraimentevangelism.org/blog/category/white-raiment-evangelism-all/love-of-god/love-blog/
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Why is the source of Jesus’ words so important?  
 

Because some people make a distinction between Jesus’ words and God’s words, between Jesus’ 

commandments and the Father’s commandments, between the Old Testament and the New Testament, 

between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. But this is incorrect, because all of Jesus’ words were 

not from Himself but from His Father, as John 12:49 clearly states. This is why Jesus is called the Word 

of God’ ‘made flesh,’ because He speaks for God. John 1:1-5, 10-14. It is important to understand this, 

because it will help save you from error, so that you can be happy in your love for God and not be 

confused about anything that He wants you to do. Jesus also declared: “He who does not love Me does 

not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.” John 

14:24 NASB. Who sent Jesus to this world that we might be saved? Jesus declared: "For God so loved 

the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might 

be saved through Him.” John 3:16-17 NASB. So who sent Jesus to this world? God, the Father. So 

according to Jesus, whose words did Jesus really speak? God’s words.  

 

Think we are wrong on this?  
 

“We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this 

we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 1 John 4:6 NASB. If our writings are not from God, 

they are of no value and please stop reading them. However, if they are from God, then they are the 

truth. If we are not from God, there is no value to our work – then stop reading our articles. But if our 

articles are the truth, they are from God, then please keep reading them. If you know God or want to 

know Him, you will listen to what we are writing, because the messages in our articles are from God, 

since they come from His Word, the Bible. By this you will know the spirit of truth from the spirit of 

error: if you know or want to know God, He will give you the Holy Spirit who will guide you into all 

truth. John 16:13. Then you will listen to what we are saying, if we indeed are from God. But if you do 

not listen to God, you will not listen to us. We are not trying to make something of our selves here, but 

we intend to be God’s messenger of love to the world, to do our duty because we love Him and don’t 

want anyone to be lost. God has made a wonderful change in our heart and life, and it is not a burden 

but a great joy to serve Him! We want you to know the truth of this and not be confused, because 

eternal life depends on listening to and knowing God’s will for your life; the essentials of salvation. And 

when you know the truth and love it, it will set you free. John 8:32.  

 

We want you to get it, so we will deeply explore this concept that the words or commandments that 

Jesus spoke were from His Father, and that there is no difference or separation between them or their 

words or commandments, because ‘They are one.’ Jesus Himself declared: “I and my Father are one.” 

John 10:30 KJV. There are not two different gospels, the gospel of God and the gospel of Jesus. There 

are not two different truths on how to be saved, the truth for the Jews and Israelites of the Old 

Testament, and the truth for Christians in the New Testament. The conditions for Salvation have 

always been the same: We must believe that only God can save us, we must confess our sins, and love 

and obey Him, and let Him help and save us by His mighty power. Because no one can ever save 

themselves, it is only by faith in God that anyone is ever saved. This is what is taught in both the Old 

and New Testaments; it has ever been its theme, even though some people are confused on it, even in 
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our day. (We are not talking about ‘the holy days,’ feast days, rites and ceremonies of either Israelites or 

Christians, or the order or format of your Church services here, but the essential, fundamental truths 

that God revealed to His people in both the Old and New Testaments; they are the same. They are all 

based on the word of God, when His people follow God’s word!)  

 

Now let’s put our theme text with this meaning we have just learned: 
‘If anyone loves Jesus, they will keep the word of God, and they will keep the commandments of God (as 

Jesus always kept His Father’s commandments and always did the things that pleased Him), and His 

Father will love them, and Jesus and His Father will come to them and will make Their abode with 

them.’ paraphrase John 14:23. We think this clearly refers to the 10 Commandments here, God’s Law of 

Love.  

 

But wait, we also need to understand what Jesus meant when He said that He and His Father would 

come and make their abode in them.  

 

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, ‘If any man thirst, let 

him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his 

belly shall flow rivers of living water.’ (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on 

him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet 

glorified.)” John 7:37-39 KJV.   

 

From this passage we see that all who believe in Jesus - out of their belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

Do you believe this dear reader? This has been promised to you, if you believe in Jesus all the way. Then 

you will love Him and His Father, and out of your belly shall flow rivers of living water. This is Jesus 

description of what it’s like to receive the Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghost. When this happens to you, you 

will be given life, and will be bubbling over with God’s love and spiritual blessings, more than enough for 

yourself, and you will just long to share it with others!  

 

The importance of being born again: 
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 

second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?’ Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.’” John 3:3-6 NASB. If you are born fully of 

the flesh, and the Spirit of God is not working in your heart, you will be unable to understand what Jesus 

is saying here, because what is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is Spirit.  

 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to 

you, but My Father who is in heaven.’” Matthew 16:17 NASB. If you have received your testimony from 

the flesh, you will not understand this, but if flesh and blood did not reveal it to you but God, then you 

will understand it, because you will be born again or becoming born again. Jesus also declared, “’It is the 

Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are 

life. But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 

who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.” John 6:63-64 NASB. To be born of the flesh 
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profits nothing, but to be born of the Spirit is life and peace! Romans 8:6. To be born of the Spirit leads 

to everlasting life and great joy! When this happens, you will be blessed beyond measure, and will have 

rivers of living water flowing through you!  

 

Sadly there are many who do not believe, truly believe who name themselves a Christian, even 

though they have the testimony of Jesus in the Bible, and the testimony of His disciples and 

apostles. Truly the Spirit gives life, the flesh profits nothing. They allow other preachers and 

teachers to snatch away whatever testimony God has spoken to their heart or mind, and doubt 

the plain words of God. They reinterpret or ignore some of the plainest statements by Jesus, and 

instead accept what some theologian or preacher’s ‘interpretation’ of what the Bible teaches, 

based on a few verses in the New Testament. These “supposed” teachings of these few verses in 

the New Testament are usually taken out of context, or not properly understood by those who 

are untaught or unstable, who also distort the rest of the scriptures. Unfortunately many of 

these faulty interpretations of the scriptures are fairly mainstream or common in our day. This 

should not be. Please consider the testimony of Peter regarding this: “Therefore, beloved, since 

you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, and 

regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to 

the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, 

in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they 

do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.” 2 Peter 3:14-16 NASB. Our 

recommendation: Do not interpret Paul in any way that contradicts Jesus. Do not take any 

lone statement by Jesus as a means of contradicting any of His other clear statements. Seek for 

the greatest harmony in the Bible. If you don’t understand something, at least give the majority 

of the scriptures the credence and authority, until you thoroughly understand any apparent 

discrepancies to it from the remaining portions. Don’t just latch on to any statement or word of 

any verse, and ignore the others. When in doubt, always stick with the clear words of Jesus, 

because God does not contradict Himself. Whatever any apostle taught always has to agree 

with Jesus, because Jesus is the Word of God, and because God is a God of order, and doesn’t 

make any mistakes or change His mind later. No human being has the authority to change any of 

Jesus’ words. God will never send a prophet, preacher or teacher who contradicts His word or 

tries to change it. This is the work of the adversary of our soul, not God. “To the law and to the 

testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isaiah 

8:20 KJV. According to the prophet Isaiah, how much light is in those who contradict anything 

that is in God’s Law or 10 Commandments (also known as the testimony in the Old Testament)? 

None. If a preacher, teacher or theologian says or writes anything contrary to the Law or 

Testimony, there is no light in them!  

 

Now back to our main point: When Jesus and His Father abide in you, this is the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit; this is how you become born again. 
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Now let’s update our theme text with this new understanding, to bring out its fullest 

meaning:  
‘If anyone loves Jesus, they will keep the word of God, they will keep the commandments of God, and 

His Father will love them, and Jesus and His Father will fill them with the Holy Spirit!’ paraphrase John 

14:23.  

 

Why is this understanding so important?  
Because this is how you become born again! When Jesus and His Father come and make their abode in 

you, and fill you with the Precious Holy Spirit, you become born again! Peter tells us quite clearly that 

the Holy Spirit is given to those who obey God, in Acts 5:32. This agrees perfectly with what Jesus said, 

when He said: ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 

come to him and make Our abode with him.’ John 14:23 NASB. You may not know the exact date or 

time when you start to become born again, but when this sweet influence manifests itself in your life 

and heart it becomes apparent! You become a new creature, your life and desires change for the better. 

We are not saying here that you must first keep God’s commandments, then you will get the Holy Spirit, 

because no one can obey God without His help. Isaiah 64:6; Matthew 19:17; Romans 13:12. Only God is 

good.  

 

 

__________ 

God gives the power to obey, 

you supply your choice to 

obey Him. 
_________ 

 

 

But when you get the Holy Spirit in full, God makes it very easy for you to obey Him, because your love 

for Him will outweigh every other consideration in this life. It’s only natural, if you love Him, to want to 

obey Him; it will be your sweetest desire! There can be no doubt that those who have learned to love 

God want to obey Him. And that they would never know this sweetest of joys, if they didn’t want to obey 

Him first. This is the point of Acts 5:32. The Holy Spirit is only given to those who want to obey God. 

Jesus also said regarding the Holy Spirit, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; 

for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when 

He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin, 

because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 

no longer behold Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.” John 

16:7-11 NASB. The work of even wanting to obey God comes from the Holy Spirit! You cannot want to 

obey God or love Him, without the aid of the Holy Spirit! So the work of reforming your life, obeying 

God, is all God’s doing, you can just accept His work in your life and allow it to happen, and choose to 

do what He asks, or you cannot have all this peace, love and joy that He wants to give you. And you 
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must also choose to spend time with Him in prayer and in much Bible study, learning His will for your 

life. When you delight in studying His word, and pouring out your heart to Him in prayer, this is how 

you get to know Him. This is how you get the power to obey Him, because faith comes through hearing 

or reading the word of God. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 

10:17 KJV.   

 

Conclusion: 
If you love Jesus, keep His word, which is to keep His Father’s commandments, including the Law of 

Love, the 10 Commandments of Exodus 20. If you love Jesus, the Father will love you, and you will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit! Amen! Then you will be loving your neighbor as yourself, and will be loving 

God with all your heart, all your mind, and all your soul! Then your life will be sweet with the dew of 

Heaven, because you will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and will delight in loving God and serving Him. 

 

May the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

By John Foll, written between 4/13/2018 to 4/14/2018. 

© Copyright 2018 John Foll 

 

White Raiment Evangelism: 
Our Website: www.WhiteRaimentEvangelism.org  Email: WhiteRaimentEvangelism@gmail.com 

Our YouTube: www.youtube.com/channel/UCkytJeBjbiaNsYeMxfnDKaQ  

Our Facebook: www.facebook/johnfoll2  Our Twitter: Twitter.com/FollJohn 

http://www.whiteraimentevangelism.org/about
http://www.whiteraimentevangelism.org/
www.youtube.com/channel/UCkytJeBjbiaNsYeMxfnDKaQ
http://www.facebook/johnfoll2
https://twitter.com/FollJohn

